
This article was downloaded by: [University of Tasmania]
On: 19 January 2015, At: 07:37
Publisher: Routledge
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number: 1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House,
37-41 Mortimer Street, London W1T 3JH, UK

Religious Education: The official journal of the
Religious Education Association
Publication details, including instructions for authors and subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/urea20

ORGAN RECITALS FOR CHILDREN
Philander P. Claxton Ph.D. a
a United States Commissioner of Education
Published online: 10 Jul 2006.

To cite this article: Philander P. Claxton Ph.D. (1917) ORGAN RECITALS FOR CHILDREN, Religious Education: The official
journal of the Religious Education Association, 12:4, 294-295, DOI: 10.1080/0034408170120407

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0034408170120407

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all the information (the “Content”) contained
in the publications on our platform. However, Taylor & Francis, our agents, and our licensors make no
representations or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any purpose of the
Content. Any opinions and views expressed in this publication are the opinions and views of the authors, and
are not the views of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis. The accuracy of the Content should not be relied upon and
should be independently verified with primary sources of information. Taylor and Francis shall not be liable for
any losses, actions, claims, proceedings, demands, costs, expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever
or howsoever caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in relation to or arising out of the use of
the Content.

This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study purposes. Any substantial or systematic
reproduction, redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing, systematic supply, or distribution in any
form to anyone is expressly forbidden. Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at http://
www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/urea20
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/0034408170120407
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0034408170120407
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions


ORGAN RECITALS FOR CHILDREN
PHILANDER P. CLAXTON, P H . D .

United States Commissioner of Education

In all the cities and larger towns of the United States there are
hundreds and thousands of boys and girls who never hear good
music If they hear music at all, it is of the ragtime or vaudeville
type or the mechanical music of the moving picture theaters. Some
of them hear and join in the Sunday School songs to the accom-
paniment of a small organ or piano. Of music that appeals to the
best of their emotions, that stirs the soul and helps to form good
taste in music, they hear little or none. Many of these children live
amid the ugliness and squalor of the slums, where there is little
to appeal to, and help form the sense of beauty and grandeur in
light and color, form and space. Yet, in these same towns and
cities are scores and hundreds of costly churches, beautiful and
attractive in the vaulting of their ceilings, in the tinting of their
walls and the colors of their windows, and impressive in their
spaciousness. In almost every church there is a great organ with
its wide range of tone and its possibilities of harmonies which stir
the soul to its depths and may help toward forming better tastes
and nobler ideals. But these churches remain closed and the organs
silent while the children work in the mills or play in the alleys and
their souls starve unconsciously.

Why should not every church in which there is a good organ
and which has a competent organist open its doors freely to chil-
dren between the ages of eight or nine to seventeen or eighteen for
one hour every week at such time as may be most convenient for the
largest number of the children within its reach and arrange for its
organist to render for the children the best music in his best
style? Sometimes the organ music might be varied by orchestra
and singing, but it should never partake of the nature of a lesson
for the children. It should never appear to be in any way didactic,
nor should any music low or trashy in its nature be included in
the program. The music period should never be more than an hour.
The program should be arranged for the young people. The older
people should of course be admitted, but as the guests of the chil-
dren. Children should be permitted to come and go quietly. If
ushers are provided to help them find seats, there will be little
danger of their becoming noisy or disorderly. All children, the
poor and rich alike, should be invited and made to feel welcome.
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They should not be expected to dress for the occasion. There should
be about the occasion no formality that might tend to keep any
children away. It should be easy for newsboys, messenger boys,
shop girls, boys and girls from the mills, and children at play on the
street to go immediately from their occupations, listen to the music
for all or a portion of the hour, and return directly again to their
occupations or play.

If for any reason it should be impossible or inconvenient for
any church to provide for the music hour every week, then two
neighboring churches might well arrange to give music hours on al-'
ternate weeks, and the children might be invited to attend one church
on one week and the other on the next.

The cost to the church for this hour of music should not be
much in any case. Most organists who love music and know its
value for culture and life will no doubt be willing to give this addi-
tional hour of service for a nominal increase in pay. There may
be some wear of church carpets and pew cushions and occasional
small damage to the pews; but churches are built for use. Cer-
tainly, any congregation might well undertake the necessary small
expense even for the selfish reason of attracting to the church
children who will thus be induced to become members of the congre-
gation.

To this end, and in the name of fifteen million boys and girls
living in our cities and towns, I appeal to pastors, priests, organists,
and officers of the churches to give this suggestion a fair trial; and
if the plan proves worthy, then to co-operate in making the weekly
children's music hour a part of the program of all churches in
urban communities, and in bringing under its influence the largest
possible number of boys and girls, always with most care for those
who need it most.

Much thought and some experimenting will be needed in se-
lecting the music best fitted for the purposes of this hour. But
gradually, organists, with the help of teachers and others who know
children best, will be able to make out extensive lists from which
selections can be made with assurance. These lists should be made
on the principle that in music, as in literature* common people and
children, if they have not understanding for the best, yet have
feelings for and power of response to the best, and that only that
which is worthy should be used in forming the tastes of boys and
girls and in determining their powers of response through all their
lives.
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